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“Important teaching methods in language courses for senior learners”
 – course 

The course “Important teaching methods in language courses for senior learners” is the result of the partners’ cooperation from Austria, Germany, Czech Republic, France, Italy and Sweden within confines of Socrates Programme Grundtvig 1.1 

The course had been published in the Comenius - Grundtvig Training Database http://ec.europa.eu/education/trainingdatabase/ with the reference number: DE-2008-746-002

Thematic field of the course is: methodology of languages teaching of senior learners 

The course is addressed to language teachers, language trainers working in adult education sector: adult education providers, adult education for disabled persons, Organisations working with migrant groups/ethnic minorities and others. 
The main objective of the course is to improve of the quality of senior learners’ language teaching .within the context of life-long-learning.
Additionally we focus on:

· introducing new learning contents into language learning concepts, which enable training providers to reach an increasing and important target group (seniors),

· raising skills of language trainers in order to motivate senior learners to learn a foreign language and to avoid their drop-out,

· introducing new methods and techniques oriented on the special needs of senior learners, to bring together a mixed European team of experts and participants, who will become more sensitive to intercultural diversity in the process of collaboration.

Our methodology: 

The main pedagogical principles are based upon participation, empowerment, inclusion and development of intercultural skills. The course is focused on the creative use of the learning materials. During the course the following methods will be applied: collaborative learning, self-conducted and situated learning, problem-solving approaches to learning.
During the course, the following methods will be applied: group work, discussion, interactive exercises and role plays.

Our European trainer team includes: researchers and trainers in the field of psychology, experts - trainers in the field of didactics and languages from Austria, Czech Republic Germany and Sweden. 

Programme of the course:

I day -  Monday
 Module 1 Introduction:

· Introduction of the participants and the trainers, ice-breaking sessions;

· Life-span psychology: physical ageing, cognitive process, social aspects;

· Europe-the greying society: worldwide situation, trends, developments;

II day – Tuesday Module 2 Characteristics of language learning senior citizens:

· Perception about older learners: participants' experiences with senior learners, motivation of senior learners; 

· Learning environments: new learning settings, new learning places;
III day Wednesday Module 2 Challenges for teaching languages to seniors and tools for solution:

· Social aspects of teaching senior learners, empowerment by biographical work, raising self-esteem;

Module 3 Put into practice-specific challenges of delivering languages courses in theory and practice (vocabulary, grammar, speaking skills, reading skills, learning strategies).

IV day – Thursday Continuation of Module 3: Put into practice-specific challenges of delivering languages courses in theory and practice;

· Evaluation of the participants' achievements.

V day – Friday

· Study visit: cultural event/visiting institution providing further education for senior learners.

· Evaluation of the course.

	1. Session:
Germany, Munich 07.04 – 11.04.2008

Host institution: VHS Cham e.V.

Contact persons: 

Karin Dörr

Aleksandra Sikorska
Tel. ++4999 71850145
Fax++4999 71850130
e-mail: kdoerr@vhs-cham.de,
asikorska@vhs-cham.de 

	2. Session:
France, Montpellier 02.06 – 06.06.2008 

Host institution: IRFA SUD 

Contact person: Ghislaine Tafforeau
Tel. ++33467070430
Fax ++33467070431
e-mail: gtafforeau@irfa.fr 



Total course fee in €: 1000,00 including 250,00 € course fee and 750,00 accommodation + breakfast and 1 meal.
We offer two course sessions[image: image1.png]
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